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ALICE is an acronym for Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed.

ALICE households earn above the Federal Poverty Level (FPL) but less than the basic cost of living for the
county. ALICE households are unable or struggle to afford the basics of housing, child care, food,
transportation, health care, and technology.

The Federal Poverty Level is obsolete. It does not consider the wide variation in cost of living by location
(except for a slightly higher state-level FPL for Alaska and Hawai‘i), nor has its methodology been updated
since it was formulated in the 1960s, despite changing economic conditions. As a result, the official poverty
rate sharply underestimates the true extent of financial hardship in the U.S.

The net effect is an undercount of households living in economic hardship. The official poverty level is so
understated that many government and nonprofit agencies use multiples of the FPL to determine eligibility
for assistance programs.

The ALICE Threshold is a more comprehensive measure of financial hardship than the FPL. It relies on
income, household type, and local cost of living to estimate how many households are

not earning enough to cover the basics. Combining ALICE households plus those

living in poverty, an estimated 31% of households in Door County were below

the ALICE Threshold in 2024.! S ALICE, 22%
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Population: 30,445 Number of Households: 14,986
Median Household Income: $74,795 (state average: $77,488)

Labor Force Participation Rate: 57% (state average: 65%)

ALICE Households: 22% (state average 24%) Households in Poverty: 9% (state average 11%)

Financial Hardship Changes Over Time

As circumstances change, households may find themselves below or above the ALICE Threshold at different
times. Between 2014 and 2024, the percentage of Door County households in poverty has ranged from 8%-
12%, and the percentage of ALICE households has ranged from 22-25%.
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IStatistics on poverty, household income, demographics and other measures included in the United for ALICE
reports come from the U.S. Census Bureau, and the most recent data available is from 2024.



Door County’s total population has increased from 27,789 in 2014 to 30,445 in 2024, and the total number
of households has increased from 13,154 to 14,986. So even though the percentage of poverty and ALICE
households has not varied greatly over time, the number of ALICE households has increased, as shown in
the chart below.
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Financial Hardship Is Not Equally Distributed

When looking at different types of households, we see that some are much more likely to fall below the
ALICE Threshold than others. For example, as shown in the chart below, households comprised of people
younger than 25 and households comprised of people 65 years old and older are more likely to fall below
the ALICE Threshold.

Households X Age of Householder, Door County, 2024
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Total Households 497 3,312 4,858 6,319

# below ALICE Threshold 365 778 1,363 2,260
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In addition, among households with children, single-parent households are more likely to fall below the
ALICE Threshold than married households.
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The percentage of households falling below the ALICE Threshold also varies among municipalities across

Door County.
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Door County, Wisconsin, 2024

Baileys Harbor town, Door County, Wisconsin
Brussels town, Door County, Wisconsin
Clay Banks town, Door County, Wisconsin
Egg Harbor town, Door County, Wisconsin
Egg Harbor village, Door County, Wisconsin
Ephraim village, Door County, Wisconsin
Forestville town, Door County, Wisconsin
Forestville village, Door County, Wisconsin
Gardner town, Door County, Wisconsin
Gibraltar town, Door County, Wisconsin
Jacksonport town, Door County, Wisconsin
Liberty Grove town, Door County, Wisconsin
Nasewaupee town, Door County, Wisconsin
Sevastopol town, Door County, Wisconsin
Sister Bay village, Door County, Wisconsin
Sturgeon Bay city, Door County, Wisconsin
Sturgeon Bay town, Door County, Wisconsin
Union town, Door County, Wisconsin

Washington town, Door County, Wisconsin
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ALICE Household Survival Budget, Door County, Wisconsin, 2024

Single One Adl..llt, Orgenzdi:lt, Two Two;;;i oults, .::vv: :ldgl:tlfc,l Single Two
Monthly Costs Adult OneChitd | oo Adults Children Care Adult 65+ | Adults 65+
Housing $789 $857 $857 $857 $1,125 $1,125 $789 $857
Child Care $0 $281 $750 $0 $562 $1,500 $0 $0
Food $522 $883 $792 $958 $1,605 $1,416 $481 $882
Transportation $353 $446 $446 $528 $798 $798 $292 $405
Health Care $203 $456 $456 $456 $738 $738 $478 $956
Technology $118 $118 $118 $152 $152 $152 $118 $152
Miscellaneous $199 $304 $342 $295 $498 $573 $216 $325
Taxes $302 $286 $392 $374 $473 $687 $348 $646
Monthly Total $2,486 $3,631 $4,153 $3,620 $5,951 $6,989 $2,722 $4,223
ANNUAL TOTAL $29,832 $43,572 $49,836 $43,440 $71,412 $83,868 $32,664 $50,676
Hourly Wage $14.92 $21.79 $24.92 $21.72 $35.71 $41.93 $16.33 $25.34

Notes: The budget for One Adult. One Child includes costs for one adult and a school-age child. The budget for One Adult, One in Child Care includes costs
for an adult and preschool-age child. The budget for Two Adults, Two in Child Care includes costs for fwo adults, one infant, and a preschool-age child.
"Hourly Wage" shows the full-time wage needed to support each budget.

Sources: For ALICE Survival Budget sources, see the Methodology Overview on the Methodology page.

ALICE Household Stability Budget, Door County, Wisconsin, 2024

Single One Adult, O"Cfnﬁdi:“’ Two TW°TAv:':lts’ TTV":: i’:‘d(‘:'l:tifa Single Two
Monthly Costs Adult One Child Child Care Adults Children Care Adult 65+ | Adults 65+
Housing $1,071 $1,406 $1,406 $1,406 $1,973 $1,973 $1,071 $1,406
Child Care $0 $367 $1,250 $0 $734 $2,229 $0 $0
Food $796 $1,449 $1,215 $1,480 $2,682 $2,229 $759 $1,412
Transportation $882 $988 $988 $1,081 $1,418 $1,418 $812 $941
Health Care $221 $491 $491 $491 $810 $810 $478 $956
Technology $118 $118 $118 $152 $152 $152 $118 $152
Miscellaneous $309 $482 $547 $461 $777 $886 $324 $487
Savings $309 $482 $547 $461 $777 $886 $324 $487
Taxes $600 $786 $969 $807 $1,271 $1,582 $642 $1,122
Monthly Total $4,306 $6,569 $7,531 $6,339 $10,594 $12,212 $4,528 $6,963

ANNUALTOTAL $51,672 $78,828 $90,372 $76,068 $127,128 $146,554 $54,336 $83,556

Hourly Wage $25.84 $39.42 $45.19 $38.03 $63.56 $73.27 $27.17 $41.78



ALICE in the Labor Force

There are workers below the ALICE Threshold across all industry sectors and occupation. Although data is
not available at the county level, data at the state level is still informative. Among some of the most
common occupations in Wisconsin, a significant percentage of workers live in households below the ALICE
Threshold, as shown in the table below.

Common Occupations, Wisconsin, 2024

Cooks

Personal Care Aides
Teaching Assistants

Nursing Assistants

Cashiers

Janitors and Building Cleaners

Miscellaneous Production Workers,
Including Equipment Operators & Tenders

Construction Laborers

Customer Service Representatives

48%

46%

42%

35%

33%

30%

27%

26%

25%

$14.64
$16.45
$13.18
$19.52
$15.62

$19.52
$23.92

$25.87

$22.45

41,300
34,658
32,796
28,258
43,122

47,733

44,245

29,195

60,196

Note: This table includes wages of full-time workers residing in Wisconsin with income from these occupations. Wages include tips. ALICE
Threshold status is determined by comparing workers' total household income to the ALICE Household Survival Budget for their household
composition and location. Prior iterations of this table used data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics and are not directly comparable.

Sources: ALICE Threshold, 2024; U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, PUMS, 2024
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https://www.unitedforalice.org/alice-income-status-tool
https://www.unitedforalice.org/alice-income-status-tool
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